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ANlrln{ \. Ntcot-t;

first to the lost. Diorum's worcls echoed as if we werc back at that cursed

manslqn.

Her smile had atunkcn something in me' and t'or tlte first time in a

millennium, I t'elt the icc I'd encosetl my heart in crack, She gazed at me

through those thick loshts, her hazel eyes filled with wttrmlh, as if I was

u,orth something. She hehl a single smoll t'inge r out, and I lrcltl my breoth.

ll'hot was wrL,ng with mt?

"Pinkie promise, I will neuer abandon you, Your Highness."

More of those odd u'ords of hers, ltut they mcanl something to tllc'

bleryone I hekl dear had tet't me. I'd lost them and sccludetl myselJ, yet tltis

credturc... No, tftis womdn Promisetl me something I hod begged for' Such

simplc words, such a simple act, had lracturetl slmethillg in me ail shifted

my wttrld.

I starcd at the empt! night sk.y, watchingher dork wings heat across the

s\t, her sleek form disappeartng into the roiling clouds' away from me.

"You promised," I u,hispered ds the sirens ct'tntinued to wail'

Noise flooded the newsroom, pulling me from the menlory and

slamming n:re back into the prescnt. tlot lights blazed down on tts' I

did not remember the name of the woman sitting across from tnc,

even though sevcral pcople had ren:rinded me.

Disappeared? That's rT'hat they were saying. She had ripped a lrole

through that building and my chest as she fled.

I plastered a smilc onto my face, one made of faisehoods and

clespair. I lcaned forward. "Disappearcd is a misnomer, to say the least'

As you know, it is very easy for powerful creatures to hidel'

A slight blush grazed her cheeks, and my stomach rtllled' llow

easy n'rortals were to manipulate with a smile and kind lvords' 'I'hey

had no clue u'hilt was coming, the casualties I feared would happen

soon.

"Yes, and speaking of which, what rvould you like thc people to call

you?" She shifted closer, tucking a strand of hair behind her car'

"Since you have officially returned?"

I did not think or pause. I knew the answer and had der.ried it for

far too long.
"Samkiell' I forced anothcr broken smile. Could they not see?

Tur: 'fnRoNE ou Llnorex Gons

"Samkiel is fine." Liam was a shield I hid behind, as :

to be anything other than the World t,nder. Liam u'a

ncw start, even if it was a broken one. And I-iam h..-

thing. If I had becn the king every text was wni:
prolector thc old gods built monuments for, mavbe i

her, helped her more. So, no; Samkiel was who I rt
forever be, and Liam died with whatever part of D..
tured that night.

B,tcr a't rut GUlLD IN BoLL, I splavt,l My ltA\DS .- \
Vincent sighed beside me and folded his arm.

tions they wcrc supposed to stick to. I apologize.''

Vincent gave the thin man behind me a hard st..:,

glasses and flipped through the tablet he carrled er;:
they picked their own questions, my liege. 1 rv:

paused. "l'11 fix it."

I sighed and walked to the window before tu::
Gregory.'['hat was his name. FIe was a member oi ::-

an advisor to help casc the growing animositv a:-..

Vinccnt approved of him. It seemed everyonc an.:
T'hey a1l sau, I needed extra assistance, but Gregc.rr. :
with my problcm.

"What is your job title once more?" I asked Grer,
at Vincent again, knowing he had morc of a ha::
shivering celestial.

Greg's throat bobbed. 'Article 623 in the Hc'
states that all ruling monarchs must have an aci', -.

respect, my liege, your parents had one, and r..'-
should havc been appointed to you the second vo;
did not happen. Since you havc ful1y come back. tn.
past time that I assume my station. I am more tha:
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ANTBLT{ \'. Ntcole

with the media. I have cxperience in political, legislative, and iudicial
matters as well. 1 am the qualified party."

"Ah." I nodded, the air in the room growing heavy. Vincent shifted

and shuffled some papers on his desk. 'As the qualified party, I can

assume accidents like loday wili not happen again. Corrcct?"

Gregory looked at Vincent and then down, avoiding eye contact

with me. "I witl go handle this current sitnation."

"Fantastici' I said and turned to the window, looking out at the

clear sky and the mortals below,

His footsteps receded, and I heard the door close a sccond later.
'l'he power flickercd, and I took a decp breath, steadying my

nerves. Lights buzzed, and I took another breath, inhaling through my

nose and slowly exhaling through my mouth.

"Ycru have to expel some of that." Vincent neared, slipping his

hands into his pockets. 'Another thunderstorm wouldn't hurt," hc

said, nodding toward the window.

I shook my hcad. "lt's been raining for daysJ'

'And it's dried. Do it. You need it."

My head lifted, and I fclt the familiar tingle bencath my skin as I

summoned the energy. I fclt every atom. Thc,v bounced off each other,

building thc storm. r\ tendril of power whipped out of me, and I took

another breath. The sun disappearcd, thick clouds rolling across thc

sky. Thunder rocked the world, the clouds broke open, and rait
poured down like soneone had turned on a Sreat faucet. I hcard the

curses of mortals down on the strcet as the wind howled.

"Fee1 better?"
"No."

My reflcction glared back at me from the rain-spatlered window.
'l'he suits they draped me in werc supposed to make the mortals see

me as more approachable, but I knew it was actually to show them I

was not falling apart. My face u'as clean-shaven and my hair trimmed

short. 'l'hey wanted mc seen as whole and not the broken king they

knew so little about.

llake a smile, Look presentable, as i[ your enlire woild is not in shambLes.

Pretend. Pretentl. Pretend.

Tnr Tsnoxn or BtoruN (,r'rot:

-[hat's whar Vincent said, what he preached ]

mortals to feel sccure and ncrt as if the world u'as o:
another catastrophe.

l,ightning streaked across the sky, and the door .-

scarched the refleclion in the window. I longed .

through the door, carrying a plate o[ food for me, :
across her cheeks, as she had done at the Vanderkar' ::

"See, it's grumpy, just like you."

I spun as the image of her faded, and Logar rus:.
smaller tablet than Greg's.

'We found something."

I pushed away from the window and was at I:.
instant.

Logan handed me the tablet, with a graph displar e ,

Blue, yellow, and red lines all showed an upward t:e:,,

screen, noticing the small nunrbers along the bo:.

labeled over thirty minutes, yet it still made no sense

"What am I looking at?" I sighed, rubbing m1'br.,,rr

Vincent retreated behind his desk, watching Loe;
"'l'he waves you see show electromagnetic rrle:

much what TV or radio give off during a broadcast - :

here when Kaden started talking, and stayed thai t.'.
stclpped, and I knew a part of him hurt for Gabbr . :
never spoke of it. 'Any.way, it stopped shortly after'

'And?"

Vincent cleared his throat. "l,ogan thinks it rvas :
just to us, but beyotd Onuna."

Logan sneered at Vincent. "l'm not wrongl, I: .:
degree that made it accessible to not only evcn. 

-11' .
realm, but further."

Vincent rolled his eyes. "Whatever you sa.,,. I ::..

possible way it couid reach past this realm. Thev are :
if it could be done, who wouid Kaden be reaching o;:
dead. You really think some cosmic entity survive;
wants a special broadcast on DiannaT"
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"Why am I just now hearing of this?" I asked with a frown, Iooking

betrvcen the two"

Logan cleared his throat. "Vincent thought it was a pointless lead

on yet another dead end, but once I saw the graph, I knew I was on

the right track."

Vincent clciired his throat. "We need to focus on making sure the

mortals are comfortablc, not chase our tails on hints and guesses. '['he

spikes could be from the energy both of them expellecl when sl.re-"

"You do not answer to Vincent," I snapped. I did not mean to talk

to him like that, but J knew I had done so often over the last twt-r

weeks.

Logan scowled at Vincent as I leirned forward and took the device.

Ignoring their stare-down, I studied the screen. "lf, by chance, Logan

is not wrong, who would he speak to? More importantly, why would

they be interested in Dianna and her sister?"

I-ogan shrugged. "l don't know, but I do know thcre was al1 energy

spike high enough that it not only affected every bit of technology, but

hit satellites as we1l. Wc may not be able to rcach realms, but-''
"t3ut nothing. It's impossible," Vincent said, cutting l,ogan off.
'l-heir bickering faded into the background as I stared at the chart.

Logan was not wrong about the spike, but it was the line that followed

that made the noises, lights, and world fade away. lt dropped immedi-

ately after Gabby died, a flat, stcady line that dragged actoss the

screcn. Ilcr echoing scream roared back into my heacl.

"'lhank you, Loganl' I finally said, stopping them mid-argument.

Still looking at thc tablet, I turned and lcft.
"Wc still havc one intervicw left!" Vincent called, but he did not

fo11ow.

"Cancel it."
"l can't," I heard Vincent whisper.

"We11, you do it, theni' Logan replied to him.
'l'heir voices faded away as I hcaded toward the main conference

room. I took the elevator up several floors, my eyes scanning, memor-

izing that graph as a million and one possibilities ran through my

'fHu Tultr:rr: ot ilnorux (,crrr:

head. If I-ogan was correct, who cared enough to *'...-

a thing?

I pushed open the mahogany double door.

conference room already on. 'l-he dark leathcr c:;- :
and stopped, facing me. Manicured nails tapped ,r.--

she smiled at me.

"ls this new?"

Dianna.
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ianna." Her name left my lips in a whisper, and I damn near

crushed the tablet. She stood and walked around the desk.

I took a largc step toward her and engulfed her in my arms.

I{er hody prcsscd flush against mine, and I nearly wept. Her warmth

seeped thror.rgh my clothes, the part of me that belonged to her

screaming awakc. I hird missed her so damned much, She was here,

wlrole und well. I could touch her, feel her. I lowered my lips to brush

irg;rinst he rs, nceding that connection, but she turned her head awaY.

'l-hen I rcalized I did nol feel her arms around mc. Fler hands gripped

my arms, and she pushed me back, forcing mc to let her go.

"'l'his is expe nsive. Do you mind?"

N{y hcart lurched as sfuc stepped back, adjusting the open suit

jlcket that clrurg to hcr. She ran her hands over her top as ifbrushing

away thc fcel of mc,

"l lrirve heen looking for you. Whcre have you becn? It's been

lvceks. l'wo, to he cxact."

She half turned, brushing a stray hair from her face. "You

countedi"
"l count cvery second you're gonc.''

r\ soft chuckle left her lips, her brows ticking up as she trailed her

'l'n u'l'u tro:'ie or BRoKEN (lLrrrs

fingers over the desk, rearranging some of the pens,

strong, aren't you?"

My heart stilled as another part of me suddenlr s -

"What's wrong with you?"

"Nothing, actually." She paused, as if thinking. "Ol
my whole freak-out?" She waved the pen in the air :
against her palm. "l'll admit, that was a bit dramatic, S

building, but you fixed it, so that's good."

I shook my head. "l don't care about the buildine, 1

"Oh, thatl'She shrugged.'Yeah, well, I havc a 1ot t.

to clcar my head, you know?"
"Dianna." Her name left my lips in an anguished I

pain, remembered it, and now she sought to burv il
"Oh, don't make that face. l'm finel' Shc rvrnke,l .

her small finger and waving it in the air. "Pinkie pron
"llave I done something to wrong yor.L?" I asked :

ing. Shc was acting so dismissively.
"Wrong rne7" She stifled a laugh. "Gods, I forgc: -

are sometimes. What does that even mean?"

"l'm just trying to understand where you are cLrit::

Shc twirled the pen betrveen her fingers. 'Which :,
"Us."

She snorted. "Us? l'herc is no us." She waved h;:
facing me. "'Ihe mark is gone. We dcln't work ic.
Remember?"

"ls that all I was to you? Work?"
"l-isten, it was fun. Wc mcssed around, but it Coc,

thing. You know, I thought, given your hrstr
understandi"

"Myhistory?"
"You'r,e had flings before. Rcmemberi I've seen :h

a finger against her temple, smiling slightlv.

Blood thrummed in my ears, my heart poundini :,

wrong. She was...lying.'I'his wasn't her. I kneu rt .

had, what wc had both felt. The ache in my heart tu::
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